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S  O  L AN  U  M 

O  R 

NIGHTSHADE. 

TH  E  chief  Part  of  the  following  Ac¬ 
count  relating  to  the  internal  Ufe  of 
the  Plant  Nightjhade>  was  lately  read 
at  a  Meeting  of  the  Royal  Society ;  and,  from 
the  favourable  Reception  which  it  then  met 
with,  I  flatter'd  myfelf  it  might  deferve  fome 
Notice  in  the  next  Publication  of  their  Works. 
Finding  however  that  an  Opportunity  of  this 
kind  will  not  occur  in  a  confiderable  Time,  and 
receiving  daily  Enquiries  concerning  the  Man¬ 
ner  of  adminiftring  the  Medicine,  and  the 
Operations  which  ufually  refult  from  it,  I  am 
induced  to  give  the  Account  in  this  Manner  to 
the  Public.  Thus  I  fhallhope  at  once  toanfwer 
the  Enquiries  abovementioned,  and  at  the  fame 
time  more  eflfe&ually  promote  my  original  De- 
flgn  of  communicating  thefe  Particulars.  This, 

B  I  pre- 


I  prefume,  might  ferve  as  a  fufpcient  Reafon 
for  the  prefent  Publication  :  But  I  muft  beg 
leave  to  mention  a  Circumftance  or  two  in 
regard  to  my  general  Conduct  in  this  Affair  $ 
as  it  will  riot,  I  hope,  appear  unreafonable  that 
a  Man  fhould  wifh  to  avoid  Cenfure,  where 
he  renounces  all  Pretenfions  to  private  Intereft 
and  Advantage, 

■*.  ,  t.  •  'I  -  0 

As  foon  as  I  had  difcovered  the  common  Ope¬ 
rations  of  this  Medicine,  and  found  that,  under 
certain  Regulations^  might  be  given  with  perfeCl 
Safety,  and,  as  I  imagined,  with  great  Benefit 
to  Mankind,  I  immediately  made  them  kqown 
to  my  Acquaintance  ;  but  as  the  Extent  of  fuch 
a  Communication  could  not  fufficiently  diffufe 
the  Knowledge  of  thefe  Particulars,  I  was  de- 
lired  and  readily  prevailed  upon  to  give  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  them  to  the  Royal  Society,  as  has 
been  cuftpmary  on  like  Occafions. 

In  this  Account  my  Defign  was  to  (how,  that 
the  Medicine  might  be  ufed  with  great  Safety, 
and  probably  with  great  Advantage — to  point 
out  the  Method  of  adminiftring  it,  and  to  de- 
fcribe  the  Operations  which  it  ufually  had  up¬ 
on  the  human  Body.  By  this  rneans  I  imagin¬ 
ed  that  I  fhould  furnifh  the  judicious  Practi¬ 
tioner. 

^  V 
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tioner  with  a  very  valuable  Acquifition,  and,, by 

the  Directions  which  I  gave  for  its  Ufe,  Ihould 
not  only  facilitate  his  Experiments,  and  enable 

K  «  ' 

him  to  ufe  the  Medicine  with  Propriety,  but 
at  the  fame  time  fhould  prevent  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  an  injudicious,  ineffectual,  or  perhaps 
dangerous  Application  of  it  by  Perfons  of  lefs 
Skill  and  Judgment. 

,  -J  T  v  <’ 

As  to  all  the  Ufes  which  a  Medicine  of  fueh 
Powers  might  be  applied  to,  I  did  not  pretend 
to  determine  them.  I  rather  thought  that  the 
united  Experience  of  others  would  be  the  moft 
ready  and  the  moft  candid  Method  of  purfuing 
fuch  a  Defign  ;  and  I  chofe  neither  to  confine 
the  Virtues  of  the  Medicine  to  my  own  Ad¬ 
vantage,  or  Opportunities  of  Practice,  nor  to 
rely  upon  my  own  Knowledge  or  Judgment  to 
ascertain  them. 

i 

For  thefe  Reafons  I  was  little  follicitous 
about  embellilhing  my  Account  with  Hiftories 
of  particular  Gales.  I  mentioned  indeed  two 
of  a  cancerous  Nature,  for  Reafons  which  are 
explained  in  the  Account,  and  I  have  now 
added  fome  others,  as  well  to  ferve  as  a  Spe¬ 
cimen  of  the  falutary  EffeCts  which  may  be 
expeCted  from  the  Medicine,  as  to  illultrate 
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and  confirm  what  I  have  advanced  of  its  com¬ 
mon  Methods  of  operating. 

The  Cafes  which  are  now  added  are  not 
feleCted  from  many  others  as  particular 
Cafes,  but  are  defigned  as  an  unreferved  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  State  of  thofe  Patients  who  are 
now  under  my  InfpeCtion  in  the  Hofpital, 
and  are  either  taking  the  Medicine,  or,  afteg 
having  taken  it  with  Succefs,  are  ready  to  be 
difcharged  from  thence.  The  Event  of  fome 
of  thefe  muft  at  prefent  be  neceflarily  in 
doubt  5  *  but  if,  as  will  appear  by  the  firft  of 
them,  the  Medicine  is  capable  of  reftoring  Ufe 
to  the  Limbs  of  a  Perfon  who  had  been  Bed¬ 
rid  feveral  Months — if  it  is  capable  of  remov¬ 
ing  the  Anguifh  of  conftant  and  violent  Pains, 
which  nothing  elfe  had  relieved,  and  of  giving 
Reft,  Strength  and  Appetite  to  one  who  had 
long  been  a  Stranger  to  all  thefe  Enjoyments, 
it  muft  be  fome  Satisfaction ,  and,  I  prefume, 
of  fome  Ufe  to  know  what  were  the  Means 
that  accompliftfd  thefe  defirable  Ends.  Nor 
can  it,  I  think,  be  reafonably  objected  to  the 
receiving  this  Information,  that  the  Sore  upon 
the  Leg,  which  is  one  of  the  Grievances  this 
poor  Creature  labour’d  under,  (fee  p.  15.)  is 
not  yet  quite  healed. 

*  In  this  Edition  a  farther  Account  is  given  of  thefe  Cafes* *' 
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I  muft  beg  leave  to  add,  that  tho’  I  doubt 
not  great  Services  will  accrue  from  the  inter¬ 
nal  Ufe  of  the  Nigbtjhade,  yet,  like  other  Medi¬ 
cines  of  much  Efficacy,  it  will  be  produdtive  of 
fome  Inconveniencies,  and  liable  to  many  Dis¬ 
advantages.  It  will  probably  be  employed  too 
promifcuoufly,  either  where  there  is  no  Indi¬ 
cation  to  diredt  its  Ufe,  or  where  it  is  abfolute- 
ly  improper.  It  will  fometimes  difagree  where 
the  Ufe  of  it  feems  reafonable,  and  in  other 
Inftances  it  will  prove  ineffectual,  not  merely 
as  it  fails  to  cure,  but  even  in  its  common  Ope¬ 
rations  ;  Circumftances  to  which  all  Medicines 
are  liable  from  the  Peculiarity  of  different  Con-  ‘ 
ftitutions,  or  even  from  a  temporary  Difference 
in  the  fame  Conftitution.  It  muft  be  expedied 
that  the  Medicine  will  be  given  by  fome,  not 
only  in  Cafes  that  are  improper,  but  at  unfit 
Times  of  the  Difeafe,  or  in  improper  Dofes, 
where  it  might  otherwife  be  ferviceable ; 
and  that  it  will  fometimes  be  mixed  with 
Medicines  which  may  interrupt  its  Operation, 
while  in  many  Inftances  it  may  be  rendered 
much  lefs  effectual  for  Want  of  being  affifted 
by  other  Things.  Thefe  however  are  fuch 
Difadvantages  as  every  Medicine  of  much  Effi¬ 
cacy  is  fubjedt  to,  and  therefore  I  would 
imply  no  more  by  thefe  Obfervations,  than  that 

the 
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me  Infufion  of  Night/hade  is  not  to  be  giv¬ 
en  indifcriminately  by  every  Perfon  in  every 
Difeafe,  but  requires  Attention,  Judgment, 
2nd  Difcreition  in  the  Management  of  it. 

1  {hall  conclude  this  Introduction  by 
hoping,  that  however  I  may  err  in  my  Judg¬ 
ment  in  this  Affair,  I  fhall  be  juftified  in  my 
Intentions ;  and  I  muft  beg  leave  to  ac¬ 
quaint  thofe  who  may  try  the  Medicine  with 
Care  and  Impartiality,  that  I  fhall  efteem  it 
as  a  Favour  to  receive  any  ufeful  Intelligence 
relating  to  it. 

fhe  following  is  the  Account ,  with  fome  Additi¬ 
ons which  'Was  read  at  the  Royal  Society , 
May  26,  1757.  ' , . fail 

A  Bout  half  a  Year  ago  I  read  a  Memoir, 
publifhed  in  the  Bibliotheque  des  beaux 
Arts  &  des  Sciences ,  in  which  an  Account  is 
given  of  a  Diforder  declared  to  have  been  can¬ 
cerous,  and  to  have  been  cured  by  an  Infufion 
of  Deadly  Night/hdde.  I  determined  to  make 
fome  Experiments  with  this  Plant ;  but  as  the 
Seafon  of  the  Year  would  not  then  permit  me 
to  procure  any  that  was  frefh,  I  was  obliged  to 
make  ufe  of  fome  Nightfllade  that  had  been 

gathered 
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gathered  and  was  dry’d.  Spon  aftej:  I  had  be*- 
gun  to  give  it,  with  great  Care  and  Caution,  to 
three  or  four  Patients,  it  was'  difcover’d  to  be 
the  Species  of  Nightfhade  called  Garden 
Nightfhade,  and  not  that  which  is  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  the  Name  of  Deadly ,  and  which  is  the 
Sort  recommended  in  the  Memoir  abovemen- 
tion’d.  Finding  however  veiy  remarkable  Ef¬ 
fects  from  the  former,  and  not  being  then 
able  to  procure  any  of  the  other  |Cind,  I  pur- 
fued  my  Experiments  with  the  Garden  Night¬ 
fhade.  The  Cafes  in  which  I  firft  try’d  the  Ope¬ 
ration  of  this  Plant,  befides  the  two  cancerous 
Cafes  hereafter  to  be  related,  were  foul  or  pain¬ 
ful  Ulcers,  obftinate  Pains  in  particular  Parts  of, 
the  Body,  fcorbutic  Eruptions,  and  other  com¬ 
mon  Diforders :  But  as  thefe  were  feldom  at¬ 
tended  with  any  very  particular  Malignity, 
when  I  fay,  that  upon  taking  the  Infulion  the 
Ulcers  healed,  the  Pains  ceafed,  and  other 
Complaints  were  removed ;  I  ought  likewife 
to  acknowledge,  that  the  fame  Purpofes  might 
poflibly  have  been  anfwer’d  by  other  Medi¬ 
cines,  tho'  in  feveral  Inftances  this  fucceeded 

*  ‘  i 

where  the  common  Means  had  failed. 

✓By  thefe  frequent  Experiments  I  became  bet¬ 
ter  acquainted  with  the  common  Operations  of 

the 
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the  Medicine,  and  with  the  proper  Manner  of 
giving  it.  I  found  from  repeated  Trials,  made 
with  great  Caution  and  Safety  to  the  Patient, 
that  fo  fmall  a  Quantity  as  one  Grain-weight  of 
the  Leaf,  infufed  in  about  an  Ounce  of  boiling 
Water,  and  the  Liquor  afterwards  flrained  from 
the  Leaf  and  taken  at  Bed-time,  would  fome- 
times  have  a  very  confiderable  Effedl ;  but  that 
two  or  three  Grains  feldom  failed  either  to  vo¬ 
mit,  fweat,  or  purge  the  Patient  moderately,  or 
to  increafe  the  Quantity  of  Urine.  It  fometimes 
©ccaflons  a  Headach,  Giddinefs,  and,  probably 
in  confequence  of  thefe,  a  Dimnefs ;  Symptoms 
which  are  not  conftantly  to  be  expedted,  and 
when  they  happen  they  generally  ceafe  or  abate 
after  the  firft  or  fecond  Dofe  :  A  Drowfinefs  or 
Difpofition  to  Deep,  particularly  upon  the  firft 
Ufe  of  the  Nightfhade,is  another  Circumftance 
which  not  unufually happens.  In  other  refpedts, 
them  oft  common  Effedls  that  I  have  obferv’d  to 
enfue  upon  taking  this  Medicine  were  a  Heat  or 
Warmth  diffufed  in  a  few  Hours  over  the  Bo- 
dy,a  plentiful  Sweat  Succeeding  this  Heat,  and  a 
gentle  Purging  the  next  Day :  If  a  Sweat  did  not 
break  out,  an  extraordinary  Difcharge  of  Urine 
tvas  the  Confequence,  and  fometimes  followed 
Jikewife  by  a  Purging.  One  or  more  of  the  na¬ 
tural  Evacuations  werealmoft  always  increafed. 

Thefe 
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.  Thefe  are  the  general  Effects  proceeding 
from  the  internal  Ufe  of  the  Nightfhade,  and 
are  fuch  as  I  am  perfuaded  will  correspond  with 
the  Experiments  made  by  others ;  as  much  at 

■*  s  i  »  «  > 

leaft  as  can  be  expeded  from  any  Medicine  of 
Efficacy  given  to  Perfons  of  different  Conftitu- 
tions  and  under  different  Circumftances  and 
States  of  Health. 


•  »  •  .<•  *  ^  , 

As  to  all  the  Ufes  which  this  Medicine  may 

be  applied  to,  Time  and  much  Experience  on¬ 
ly  can  afcertain  them.  I  have  already  try’d  it 
in  fome  Diforders  with  Advantage,  as  I  took 
notice  before;  but  as  a  circumstantial  Ac¬ 
count  of  particular  Cafes  may  be  defired,  I 
will  relate  the  Effeds  of  the  Infufion  in  a  few 
Instances. 


I  (hall  begin  with  two  Cafes  of  a  cancerous 
Nature  ;  not  with  a  View  to  eftablifh  an  Opi¬ 
nion  that  this  Medicine  is  a  Specific  for  that 
Complaint,  nor  indeed  would  thefe  Cafes  fuffi- 
ciently  authorife  fuch  an  Opinion ;  but  as  they 
were  the  firft  in  which  I  try’d  the  Medicine,  as1 
they  were  likewife  the  only  ones  that,  till  lately, 
I  took  a  regular  Account  of ;  and  as  the  parti¬ 
cular  Cafe  which  induced  me  to  ufe  the  Medi¬ 
cine  at  all  is  Said  to  have  been  a  Cancer,  and 

G  radically 
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radically  cured  by  an  Infufion  of  the  Deadly 
Nightfhade. 

One  of  thefe  was  'in  a  Woman  about  50 
Years  of  Age,  a  Patient  in  the  JVeJlmin- 
fter  Hofpital.  She  had  a  Sore  under  her 
Right-eye,  which  began  by  a  flight  Accident 
upon  the  Part  about  a  3jgar  and  half  before  fhe 
came  under  my  Care.  ^Jhe  Sore,  which  was 
as  broad  as  a  Half-crown,  confifted  of  feveral 
indigefted,  foul  Ulcerations,  intermix’d  with 
callous  Eminences,  or  hard  Knots  rifing  in  par¬ 
ticular  Parts  of  it,  and  the  Whole  was  encir¬ 
cled  by  an  unequal  jagged  Edge.  Below  the 
Sore  the  Cheek  was  difcolour’d  by  a  deep  red 
Appearance,  and  was  fwelled.  She  had  fuffer- 
ed  confiderable  and  frequent  Pains  in  the  Part 
many  Months.  The  common  Methods  were 
try’d  for  her  Relief  ineffectually.  Amongft 
other  Things  the  Solution  of  Mercury,  and 
other  Mercurials  were  ufed  fo  as  to  produce  a 
flight  Salivation.  The  Sore  however  appeared 
in  full  as  bad  a  State  as  has  been  juft  reprefen t- 
ed,  when  I  began  to  give  her  the  Infufion  of 
Garden  Nightfhade  :  In  a  Month  after  taking 
it  the  Pain  intirely  ceafed,  and  in  little  more 
than  another  Month  the  Ulcerations  were  heal 
ed,  and  the  Callofities  fubfided,  leaving  onlya 

flight 
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flight  Sorenefs  or  Tendernefsof  the  Skin,  with 
two  or  three  fcurfy  Inequalities  in  the  Upper- 
part  of  it.  No  Application  was  ufed  to  the 
Sore  except  common  foftening  Dreffings  to 
keep  it  from  the  Air.  f 


As  the  Woman  was  quite  free  from  Pain 
and  faw  very  little  Appearance  on  the  Part 
more  than  was  natural  and  as  fhe  was  very 
defirous  to  go  into  th^Country  to  her  Family, 
I  could  not  prevail  on  her  to  flay,  unnecef- 
farily  as  ft\e  thought,  any  longer,  in  order  to 
confirm  the  Cure,  and  prevent  a  Return  of  the 
Symptoms. 


The  Medicine,  in  this  Inftance,  occafioned 
at  firfl  a  Sicknefs  and  Giddinefs,  producing  a 
plentiful  Sweat  in  the  Night,  and  a  moderate 
Purging  in  the  Morning,  with  fome  Increafe 
of  Urine.  It  continued  to  fweat  her  confider- 
ably  as  long  as  fhe  took  it,  preferving  alfo  in 
general  a  lax  State  of  her  Bowels,  and  ailing 
fometimes  as  a  Diuretic.  She  never  took  more 
than  an  Infufion  of  two  Grains  at  a  time.  I  have 

not  yet  had  any  Account  of  her  fince  fhe  left 
the  Hofpital. 


C  z 
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The  other  Patient  who  fuffered  under  this 
Difeafe,  was  a  Woman  above  70  Years  of  Age, 
and  in  the  fame  Hofpital.  She  came  there 
about  five  Months  ago  with  a  very  large  and 
bad-looking  Sore  on  her  Left-Breaft,  with  cal¬ 
lous  Edges  furrounding  the  Ulcer,  and  Hard¬ 
nefles  in  other  Parts.  This  Complaint  began 
above  a  Year  before  with  a  fmall  hard  Knot, 
which  increafing,  broke  into  a  Sore,  and  for 
fome  Months  had  gradually  fpread  broader  and 
corroded  deeper.  She  began  to  take  the  Infufion 
of&Vr^Nightfhade,afteraDofe  or  two  of  pur- 
gingPhyfic,and  inlefs  than  three  Months,  ufing 
only  common  Applications  to  the  Part,  the  Sore 
was  reduced  to  a  very  inconfiderable  Si^e, 
without  any  remaining  Hardnefles  at  the  Edges 
of  it,  and  had  the  Appearance  of  healing  in  a 
Week  or  ten  Days.  The  Hardnefles  about  the 
Bread  were  like  wife  diminifhed.  In  this  Situa¬ 
tion,  fhe  was  attack’d  with  feverifh  Complaints, 
a  flight  Difficulty  of  breathing,  and  an  inflam¬ 
matory  Swelling  on  her  Left-hand.  Upon  thefe 
Accounts  it  was  judg’d  neceflary  to  fufpend  the 
Ufe  of  the  Infufion  ;  and  during  this  Interval 
the  Surface  of  the  Sore  inlarg’d  and  grew  foul 
again.  Soon  after,  fire  lofl:  her  Appetite,  and 
was  aflfedted  with  a  general  Weaknefs  of  Body, 
arifing  probably  in  fome  degree  from  a  long 

Con- 
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Confinement  in  theHofpital.  All  thefe  Circum¬ 
stances,  join'd  to  her  Age,  afforded  no  Encou¬ 
ragement  to  try  the  Medicine  again,  nor  Hopes 
of  Succefs  from  any  other  Method 

When  this  Woman  began  to  take  the 
Infufion  it  made  her  giddy,  and  fweat  her 
very  considerably.  It  continued  to  fweat  her 
moderately,  but  never  affected  her  either  by 
Urine  or  Stool,  and  fome  time  before  fhe  left 
off  taking  the  Infufion,  it  produced  no  vifible 
Alteration  in  any  of  the  natural  Evacuations, 
tho’  the  Dofe  was  increafed  to  five  Grains.  I  was 
afterwards  concerned  that  I  had  not  in¬ 
creafed  the  Dofe  ftill  more,  as  her  Strength  was 
not  at  that  time  impaired  ;  but  the  Progrefs  of 
the  Cure  was  fo  remarkably  favourable  in  the 
Method  fhe  was  then  in,  and  the  Dofe  being 
larger  than  I  had  ever  given  before,  I  omitted 
to  do  what  might  poffibly  have  been  of  fervice 
to  her. 

f '  *  t 

As  I  neglected  till  lately  to  give  a  ft  rid:  At¬ 
tention  to  the  Particulars  of  each  Cafe  where¬ 
in  this  Medicine  has  been  ufed  (except  in  the 
two  preceding  Inftances)  I  cannot  properly 
enter  into  a  Detail  of  them  :  For  this  Reafon, 

f  She  is  fince  dead. 

as  - 
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as  well  as  to  avoid  the  Imputation  of  giving 
partial  Accounts,  I  {hall  at  prefent  only  men¬ 
tion  fuch  others  as  are  now  in  the  Hofpital, 
and  were  this  Day  (June  21)  examined  there. 


The  firfl:  of  the  Patients  is  a  Woman  of  35 
Years  of  Age.  She  was  admitted  into  the  Hof¬ 
pital  about  feven  Months  ago.  She  had  thei* 
a  very  great  Inflammation  and  Swelling  of  her 
Foot,  Leg,  and  Knee,  attended  with  a  Feyer, 
befides  a  very  large  Sore  on  the  lower  Part  of 
of  the  Leg,  which  began  two  Years  before, 
and  had  gradually  been  growing  worfe.  The 
Sore  had  the  mod  malignant  Appearance,  dis¬ 
charged  a  great  deal  of  a  {harp  thin  Humour, 
and  was  extremely  painful.  The  Swelling  and 
Inflammation  were  confiderably  abated  after 
fhe  had  been  in  the  Hofpital  fome  time,  but 
the  Sore  continued  in  a  very  bad  State,  having 
extended  itfelf  from  the  lower  Part  of  the 
Calf  to  the  Heel,  and  from  one  Ankle  back¬ 
wards  to  the  other.  The  Fever  was  fome- 
times  very  intenfe,  and  violent  Purgings  with 
other  Symptoms  intervened,  which  reduced 
her  Strength  and  left  very  little  Hopes  of 
her  Recovery.  In  this  Situation  fhe  was  about 
a  Month  ago,  having  been  bed-rid  five  Months, 
unable  to  feed  or  help  herfelf,  and  the  laft  fix 

Weeks 
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Weeks  having  never  enjoyed  one  Hour’s  Sleep 
at  a  time,  on  account  of  violent  Pains  which  (he 
felt  in  her  Head  and  Limbs.  She  complained  alfo 
of  a  great  Weight  and  Heavinefs  in  her  Head, 
and  at  times  was  not  fenfible.  The  firft  Dofe  {he 
took  of  the  Infufion  of  Garden  Nightfhade  af¬ 
fected  her  in  a  Manner,  to  ufe  her  own  Words, 
as  if  {he  had  drank  too  much  ftrong  Liquor.  It 
then  threw  her  into  a  plentiful  Sweat,  and 
purged  her  twice.  The  fecond  and  third  Dofes 
operated  as  the  firft,  except  that  they  occa- 
fioned  no  Senfation  of  Giddinefs.  After  the 
third  Dofe  her  Pains  were  much  leftened, 
and  {he  was  able  to  walk  with  a  very  little  Af- 
fiftance.  In  eight  Days  {he  was  perfectly  free 
from  Pain,  could  walk  very  well  about  the 
Ward,  had  an  exceeding  good  Appetite,  and 
her  Strength  was  remarkably  increafed,  as  was 
foon  evident;  for  on  the  twelfth  Day  after 
{he  had  made  ufe  of  this  Medicine,  {lie,  with¬ 
out  my  leave,  and  imprudently  in  regard  to 
her  Leg,  walked  near  two  Miles.  The  Sore 
however  healed  incredibly  faft,  and  as  it  is  at 
prefent  quite  eafy,  and  continues  mending,  it 
probably  will  not  be  long  before  it  is  well. 
It  is  now  a  Month  and  fome  Days  fince 
{he  began  the  Infufion,  and  except  the  re¬ 
maining  Sore  {he  has  not  had  a  Complaint 

from 
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from  the  eighth  Day  after  fhe  began  the  Medi¬ 
cine.  She  has  continued  the  Ufe  of  the  Infu- 
fion,  though  generally  at  theDiflance  of  a  Night 
or  two  from  each  Dofe.  It  (till  fweats  her 
moderately,  and  fometimes  purges  her  gently. 
It  has  always  increafed  the  Quantity  of  her 
Water,  but  particularly  fince  the  Sweats  have 
decreafed.  Another  Circumftance  has  like- 
wife  lately  occurred  in  her  favour  which  had! 
not  happened  the  five  preceding  Months.  She 
began  with  a  Grain  of  the  Leaf,  and  never  in¬ 
creafed  the  Dofe  to  above  a  Grain  and  a  half  j 
the  Infulion  ftill  preferving  in  a  great  Degree 
its  Powers,  notwithftanding  the  long  Ufe  of  it, 
an  Obfervation  which  may  frequently  be  made 
ofth  is  Medicine,  though  hardly  of  any  other 

The  next  Patient  is  a  Man  68  Years  of 
Age.  About  five  Months  ago  he  received  a 
violent  Bruife  on  his  Loins  arid  Hips,  by  falling 
from  a  Height  as  he  was  carrying  a  great 
Weight,  under  which  he  was  prefied,  while 
his  Body  was  bent  double.  In  fome  time  he 
recovered  from  this  Accident,  except  that  it 
left  a  Weaknefs,  and  fometimes  a  Stiffnefs 

%  Since  the  firft  Edition  of  this  Pamphlet,  publifhed  three 
Weeks  ago,  the  Sore  has  gradually  leffen’d,  and  is  now  almoft 
heal'd  ;  tho’  the  large  Extent  and  unfavourable  Situation  of  the 
Sore  have  made  it  very  difficult  to  procure  Skin  enough  to  cover 
it.  She  is  in  other  Refpefts  perfe&ly  well. 


about 
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about  thofe  Parts.  Being  afterwards  feized 

with  violent  Pains  in  his  Back  and  Knees  he 
was  unable  to  ftand  upright,  or  to  walk, 
but  with  difficulty  ;  and  not  without  the  Affif- 
tance  of  a  Stick  :  Nor  could  he  attempt  to 
bend  his  Knees  without  occafioning  great 

o  o 

Pain.  He  came  out  of  the  Country,  and  was 
admitted  into  the  Hofpital  about  feven  Weeks 
ago,  in  the  Condition  juft  reprefented.  After 
having  been  there  a  Fortnight  without  receiv¬ 
ing  any  Advantage,  he  took  the  Infufion  of 
Garden  Nightfiade .  The  firft  Dofe,  a  Grain 
of  the  Leaf,  had  no  Effedt but  two  Grains 
the  next  Night  fweat  him  plentifully,  made 
him  a  little  giddy,  and  purged  him  three  or 
four  times  in  the  Morning.  The  third  Dofe 
made  him  fick,  which  was  the  onlv  time  it 
did  fo,  and  operated  in  other  Refpects  as  the 
preceding.  Fie  had  little  or  no  Complaint 
after  the  fifth  Dofe,  but  neverthelefs  he  re¬ 
peated  the  fame  twice  or  thrice  at  the  Diftance 
of  two  or  three  Days  between  each.  Thefe 
added  like  the  others,  and  they  all  occafioned 
fome.  increaie  of  Water.  He  never  took  more 
than  two  Grains  for  a  Dofe.  He  has  left  off 
the  Infufion  above  a  Fortnight  and  continues 
well,  except  fometimes  the  Wcaknefs.  or  flight 

D  StifFnefe 
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Stiffnefs  of  his  Back ;  the  Confequences,  as 
was  before  obferved,  of  his  Bruile  §. 

The  third  Patient  is  a  middle-aged  Man^ho 
was  received  into  the  Hofpital  about  a  Month 
ago, with  a  Swelling  and  feveral  painful  Sores  on 
one  of  his  Legs.  He  has  taken  the  Infufion  of 
Deadly  Nightfhade  three  Weeks.  It  worked 
chiefly  by  Urine,  thoughTometimes  it  fweat  him 
flightly.  As  he  was  generally  coftive,  he  took  oc- 
cafionally  fome  purging  Medicine.  The  Dofe  in 
this  Man  was  increafed  from  one  Grain  to  twelve, 
without  producing  any  Sicknefs,  Giddinefs,  or 
other  E  fife  <3:  than  what  has  been  juft  related,  ex¬ 
cept  that  the  laft  Dofe,  twelve  Grains,  fweat  him 
plentifully  feveral  Hours.  His  Leg  is  well. 
This  Cafe  may  ferve  as  much  to  fhew  the  Dif¬ 
ference  of  the  Dofe  neceffary  in  different  Con- 
ftitutions  as  for  any  other  Purpofe,  fince  it  is  pro¬ 
bable,  that  Reft,  proper  Applications,  and  other 
internal  Medicines,  might  have  fucceeded  here 
equally  well  with  the  Infufion  *. 

The  fourth  Patient  is  a  Girl,  1 6  Years  of 

Age^  (lie  has  been  in  the  Hofpital  a  Month. 

When  (he  was  admitted,  flie  had  a  large  fcro- 

phuious  001  e  on  one  of  her  Phighs,  which  had 

§  This  Man  continues  well, 

*  He  continues  well. 
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been  troublefome  to  her  feveral  Months,  and 
another  on  the  Foot,  with  an  Enlargement  of 
the  Bonesof  the  Foot.  She  has  taken  the  Infu- 
fion  of  Deadly  Nightfhade  three  Weeks.  It  ope¬ 
rated  by  Urine  confiderably,  and  generally 
purged  once  or  twice  in  the  Morning  3  and  two 
or  three  Nights  it  fweated  her.  The  Dofe  was 
increafed  to  four  Grains. The  Sore  on  her  Thigh  is 
well ;  that  on  the  Foot  much  the  fame  as  it  was, 
and  muft  neceflarily  continue  fo  fome  time,  as 
there  is  a  Piece  of  Bone  which  muft  come  away. 

The  fifth  Cafe  is  that  of  a  young  Woman 
who  came  into  the  Flofpital  four  Months  ago, 
with  a  large  Sore  on  her  Leg,  which  had  a 
Tendency  to  mortify.  She  had  another  ex¬ 
ceeding  painful  Sore  under  her  Arm,  and  it 
was  with  great  Difficulty  that  either  of  them 
could  be  made  to  digeft.  After  a  confiderable 
time  the  Sores  were  brought  into  a  better 

State. - x4t  laft  that  under  the  Arm  healed, 

and  the  other  on  the  Leg  was  reduced  into  a 

narrow  Compafs  3  but  ftill  there  remained  an 
obftinate  fmall  Ulcer,  which  no  Application 

or  Medicine  feerned  to  have  any  Effedt  on. 
During  the  laft  two  Months,  her  Body  has 
been  covered  with  a  fcorbutic  Eruption;  The 
breaking  out  of  this  was  probably  the  Reafon 

1)2  *  Of 
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of  the  Sores  having  grown  better ;  but  as  it 
was  conftantly  very  troublefome  to  her,  and 
appeared  as  bad  as  the  mod  inveterate  Itch, 
’twas  neceffary  (lie  fhould,  if  poffible,  be  re¬ 
lieved.  Mod  part  of  the  time  die  has  been 
troubled  with  a  Pain  in  her  Head  and  Sto¬ 
mach,  a  Lownefs  of  Spirits,  and  Lofs  of  Appe¬ 
tite.  Finding  no  Advantage  from  any  thing  fhe 
took,  though  fome  of  the  Medicines  produced 
a  gentle  Perforation,  fhe  began  the  Infufion  of 
Deadly  Night  tirade.  The  fir  ft  Dofe,  one  Grain, 
had  no  effect ;  the  fecond,  two  Grains,  purged 
her  twice  \  the  third,  three  Grains,  made  her 
fick  and  giddy,  and  threw  her  into  a  profufe 
Sweat.  She  has  now  taken  fix  Dofes.  The 
Eruptions  aimoft  intirely  disappear,  except  fome 
few  fmall  ones  about  the  Arms,  and  feveral 
upon  the  Hands,  where  they  form  themfelves 
into  Boils,  with  a  great  deal  of  well-digefted 
Matter  in  them  like  large  Puftules  of  the 
Small-pox.  The  Pain  in  her  Stomach  is  at  pre- 
fen  t  removed.  She  continues  the  Medicine  J. 

The  ftxth,  and  the  laft  Patient  which  I  fhall 
mention  at  prefen t,  is  a  Man  who  was  brought 
into  the  Plofpital  about  a  Month  ago,  with 
feveral  large  Wounds  made  on  his  Leg  by 

t  She  is  well. 
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the  Bite  of  a  Leopard.  The  Leg  was  very 
much  inflamed  and  fwelled,  and  a  com¬ 
mon  fymptomatic  Fever  attended  3  but  in 
ten  or  twelve  Days  thefe  Symptoms  went 
off,  and  the  Wounds  were  in  a  good  State. 
In  a  few  Days  after  he  was  feized  with  a  vio¬ 
lent  Pain  in  the  Shoulder,  Arm,  Hand,  Thigh, 
Leg,  and  Foot,  of  the  Side  oppofite  to  the 
wounded  Side  3  fo  that  he  was  quite  unable  to 
move  thofe  Parts:  Nor  was  he  much  more  ca¬ 
pable  of  Motion  in  the  other  Side,  having 
a  confiderable  Pain  in  that  Shoulder,  Arm 
and  Hand-  Having  continued  in  this  State  four 
Days  with  great  Heat  and  other  feverifli 
Symptoms,  he  was  blooded  (the  Blood  very 
fizy)  and  took  an  Infufion  of  one  Grain  of  the 
Leaf  of  Deadly  Nightfhade  at  Night,  and  the 
fame  the  next  Morning.  It  threw  him  into  a  very 
plentiful  Sweat, which  continued  more  than  two 
Days,  without  taking  anything  more  than  com¬ 
mon  diluting  Liquors.  He  was  confiderably  eafier, 
but  his  Pleat  being  ftill  too  much,  and  complain¬ 
ing  of  a  Tightnefs  over  his  Breaft,  he  was  bled 
again  (the  Blood  ftill  very  fizy)  and  not  having 
had  a  Stool  he  -  took  an  opening  Medicine. 
The  fifth  Day  he  had  no  Complaint  but  in  his 
Plands,  which  were  both  very  painful,  and  the 

Sweats  having  now  ceafed  more  than  24  Hours, 

he 
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he  took  the  fame  Quantity  of  the  Infufion  once 
again  Night  and  Morning,  which  produced  the 
fame  Degree  of  Perfpiration  as  before  for  two 
Days.  He  has  taken  only  one  Dofe  knee.  This 
is  the  ioth  Day,  and  he  is  now  free  from  any 
Complaint,  except  in  one  Wrift.  The  Medi¬ 
cine  never  made  him  at  all  lick  or  giddy,  nor 
occafioned  much  Alteration  in  the  Quantity  of 

his  Water  §. 

Upon  the  Whole,  whether  there  is  any  Spe¬ 
cific  Property  in  this  Plant,  either  for  the  Cure 
or  the  Alleviation  of  cancerous  Diforders,  or 
whether  its  Efficacy  may  be  more  particularly 
ufeful  in  the  Removal  of  other  Difeafes,  I  will 
not  yet  prefume  to  determine  with  Confidence* 
It  would  as  ill  become  a  Man  of  Candour  to 
fay  more  of  a  Medicine  than  it  deferved,  as  it 
would  to  conceal  or  confine  its  Virtues  when 
they  were  once  afeertained  :  But  from  the  Ef¬ 
fects  which  I  have  already  feen  of  this 
Plant ;  from  confidering  the  Powers  which 
this  Ample  Production  of  Nature  has  on  the 
common  Difcharges  of  the  Body ;  and  from 
reflecting  how  trifling  a  Quantity  of  it,  infufed 
only,  and  the  Subfiance  not  taken,  is  capable 
of  producing  thefe  great  EffeCts  j - From 

§  This  Man  had  a  flight  Return  of  his  Pains,  which  were  re¬ 
mov'd  in  a  few  Days  by  a  Repetition  of  the  fame  Method.  He  , 
has  imee  recover  d  his  Strength  and  been  perfeclly  well. 

all 
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all  thefe  Confiderations,  I  am  led  to  imagine, 
that  an  extenfive  Ufe  may  be  made  of  this  Me¬ 
dicine,  as  a  powerful  Promoter  of  mofi  of  the 
natural  Difcharges  of  the  Body,  exclufive  of 
any  fpecific  Properties,  which  by  future  Ob- 

fervations  may  be  found  with  Certainty  to  re- 
fide  in  it. 

We  are  now  in  a  Way  to  determine  this :  Se¬ 
veral  Gentlemen,  induced  by  the  Trials  which 
I  have  made,  being  defirous  to  prove  the  Ef¬ 
fects  of  the  Infufion  by  their  own  Experience. 
In  the  mean  time,  as  this  celebrated  Society 
have  thought  the  fingle  Cafe  related  in  the  Bib- 
hot  he  que  des  beaux  Arts  &  des  Sciences  to  be  wor¬ 
thy  their  Attention,  I  have  prefumed  to  offer  the 
Refult  of  a  more  extenfive  Ufe  of  this  Medicine; 
and  thus  far  I  can  venture  to  aflert  at  prefent, 
that  it  may  be  given  with  great  Safety  in  the 
Manner  which  I  have  recommended  for  its  Ufe. 

I  fhall  only  beg  leave  to  add,  that  the  Cir~ 
cum  fiances  which  I  have  mention'd  are  defi<m- 
ed  to  aflift  the  Endeavours  of  others ;  and  if 
any  one  valuable  Purpofe  fhall  be  anfwer’d  by 
our  Enquiries,  I  hope  I  fhall  not  want  an 
Apology  for  giving  this  early  Intelligence,  with¬ 
out  waiting  for  more  Fads  to  illuftrate  what 
has  been  faid. 


I  oh- 
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I  obferved  in  the  Beginning  of  the  preceding 
Account,  that  an  Infufion  of  one  Grain-weight 
of  the  Leaf  would  fometimes  have  a  very  con- 
fiderable  Effect,  and  that  two  or  three  Grains 

feldom  failed  to  increafe  fome  of  the  natural 

% 

Evacuations.  As  this  Medicine,  however,  like 
all  others  of  great  Efficacy,  adls  very  different¬ 
ly  in  different  Conftitutions,  it  may  not  be  amils 
perhaps  in  fome  Cafes  to  begin  with  half  a  Grain, 
and  repeat  theDofe  fooner,  or  increafe  the 
Quantity  of  it  occafionall) „  according  as  it  ope¬ 
rates  and  agrees,  and  according  to  the  Strength 
of  the  Patient,  and  the  Nature  or  State  of  the 
Difeafe.  In  general  it  fhould  be  taken  at  Bed¬ 
time,  and  repeated  only  every  fecond  or  third 

Night. 

If  the  Patient  is  hot  and  thirfty  in  the  Night, 
after  taking  the  Infufion,  fome  fmall  diluting 
Liquor  fhould  be  provided  to  drink  warm,  and 
encourage  a  Difcharge  by  Perfpiration  or  Urine. 

If  Coffivenefs  prevails,  tho’  the  Medicine 
frequently  has  the  oppolite  Eire  ft,  this  Circum- 
fiance  muff  be  particularly  attended  to. 

In  fome  full  or  fanguine  Conftitutions,  a  Purge 
and  the  Lofs  of  fome  Blood  may  be  thought 
jpeceffary  before  the  Infufion  is  given  :  But  as 

it 
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it  is  imagined,  that  no  one  will  adminiftef  &' 
Medicine  of  this  Efficacy  without  fome  Know¬ 
ledge  of  Phyfic,  moft  Directions  of  this  kind 
will,  it  is  prefumed,  be  beft  fupply’d  occafionallv. 


As  to  the  Sort  of  Nightfhade  which  fhould 
be  made  ufe  of,  I  cannot  difcover  any 
Cffential  Difference  in  the  EffeCts  between 
the  Garden  and  the  Deadly  Nightfhade  ;  nor  do 
1  believe  it  of  much  Importance  whether  the 
Leaf  be  frefh  or  dry.  1  have  not  yet  tried  the 
other  Species  (the  Bitter  Sweet)  fufficiently  to 
fpeak  of  it  with  Certainty,  but  am  inclined  to 
think  from  the  ufe  I  have  hitherto  made  of  it, 
that  it  partakes  very  much  of  the  Virtues  of  the 
other  two.  This  Similarity  of  Effects  in  Plants 
of  very  different  Appearances,  is  a  Circumftance 


as  remarkable  as  the  Effects  themfelves  are  ex¬ 
traordinary. 


To  thefe  Obfervations  I  fhall  fubjoin,  as  a 
SubjeCt  of  Curiofity,  an  Account  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  Purpofes  for  which  the  Nightfhade  has 
been  formerly  employed. 


. ••  .  Jt.  - 

There  are  three  different  Plants,  Natives  of 
England ,  which  are  known  by  the  Name  of 
Nightfhade. 

E  i.  (i)  Com- 
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,  -  QHnk * , . 

i.  (i)  Common,  or  Garden  Nightfhade, 

This  Plant,  tho’  of  late  Years  it  has  fallen 
into  Negleft,  was  formerly  ufed  in  Medicine 
externally  for  feveral  Difeafes  ;  (a)  in  Poul¬ 
tices,  both  alone  and  compounded,  for  Difor- 
ders  of  the  Eyes,  Head-achs,  Heart-burns, 
and  King’s  Evil.  Its  expreflfed  Juice  was  alfo 
ufed  for  the  fame  Purpofes,  and  for  acrimoni¬ 
ous  Defluxions  and  Pains  in  the  Ear.  In  the 
fame  Form  it  has  been  looked  on  as  an  ex¬ 
cellent  Remedy  for  Inflammations  of  the  vene¬ 
real  Kind,  (b)  and  for  Ulcers,  (c)  It  has  been 
applied  to  the  Wrifts,  and  given  in  Gargles, 
and,  as  it  is  faid,  withSuccefs  in  Fevers.  A  Lini¬ 
ment  made  of  the  fame,  compounded  with 
Houfeleek  and  White  of  Eggs,  applied  warm, 
has  been  thought  of  wonderful  Efficacy  in  cold 
Tumors  of  the  Bread.  The  whole  (d)  Plant, 
and  a  Water  diftiiled  from  it,  is  recommended 
in  Inflammations,  Scirrhufes,  &c. 

(;)  Solanum  OfRcinarum,  C.  B. 

— — — —  Vulgarre,  Park. 

-  Hortenfe,  Ger. 

- Hortenfe  feu  vulgare,  J.  Bauh. 

- Nigrum,  Linn. 

(a)  Diofcor.  Lib.4.„C.  71 . 

(b)  Raj.  Hift.  Plant.  673.  Trag.  Hift.  Plant.  305. 

(c)  Caefalpitt.  de  P;ant.  213. 

\d)  Linn.  Mat.  Med.  Sed.  94. 

Some 
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Some  Authors  (e)  difapprove  the  internal 
Ufe  of  this  Plant,  and  Wepfer  (f)  gives  an 
Account  of  three  Children  poifoned  by  it ;  yet 
Diofcondes  mentions  it  as  efculent,  which  feems 
impoflible,  if  he  meant  the  fame  Plant  that  is 
now  called  the  Garden  Nightfhade,  as  muft  be 
evident  by  the  preceding  Hiftory.  Other  bo¬ 
tanical  Writers  mention  it  alfo  as  ufed  in  Food  ; 
but  as  they  in  general  are  mere  Tranfcribers 
from  him,  no  Strefs  could  be  laid  on  their 
Teftimony,  if  one  of  them,  (g)  who  lived  in 
the  fixteenth  Century,  had  not  afferted  the 
fame  Thing,  as  it  were,  of  his  own  Know¬ 
ledge.  His  Words  are,  A  multis  Naiionibus  ef- 
tur  m  olere ,  and  he  cannot  well  be  fuppofed  to 
miflake  the  Plant.  The  Curious  perhaps  may 
think  it  worth  while  to  enquire  farther  into  this 
Affair  5  but  however  this  Miftake,  if  it  be  a 
Miftake,  may  have  arifen,  and  however  unfit 
this  Plant  may  be  for  Food,  yet  it  appears 
from  an  Author  (h)  of  great  Accuracy  and 
Knowledge  in  Plants,  that  it  was  commonly 
made  ufe  of  by  Phyficians  internally  in  many 
Cafes,  as  Inflammations  of  the  Stomach  and 
Bowels,  for  Heat  of  Urine,  and  for  the  Stone. 

[ e )  Raj.  loc.  cit.  Fuchf.  Hift.  Plant.  729. 

f^f)  De  Cicut.  Aquat.  229. 

[g)  Ruellius  de  nat.  Stirp.  lib.  3.  c.  109. 

(h)  Caefalpin.  de  Plant.  213. 
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The  Effect  of  it  was  Sweating ;  a  Water  of  it, 
but  he  does  not  fay  how  obtained,  being  given 
with  Wormwood  to  the  Quantity  of  three 
Ounces. 

2.  (2)  Bitter  Sweet,  or  woody  Nightshade. 

It  does  not  appear  that  this  Plant  is  defcribed 
either  by  Theophra/tus  or  Diofcondes .  In  latter 
times  it  is  frequently  mentioned,  and  has  been 
ufed  externally  by  way  of  Poultice  to  afluage 
Pains  in  the  Bread,  and  to  difperfe  Tumors ; 
(i)  internally  for  the  Dropfy,  for  the  Jaun¬ 
dice,  for  Contufions  and  Wounds,  to  diffolve 
coagulated  Blood,  and  to  open  Obfirudlions 
•in  the  Liver  and  Spleen.  It  is  faid  to  be 
Diuretic  and  Purgative,  particularly  of  the 
Bile.  Linnaus ,  who,  as  he  declares,  has  been 
very  cautious  in  attributing  Virtues  to  Medi¬ 
cines,  of  which  he  had  not  fufficient  Proof, 
either  from  his  own  Experience,  or  that  of  cre¬ 
dible  Witneffes,  recommends  (k)  two  Ounces 
of  the  Stalks  of  it  (but  does  not  fay  whether 
by  Deco&ion  or  Infufion)  in  Contufions, 
Rheumatifms,  jaundice,  Pleurify  and  Afthma, 

(2)  Solanum  fcandens  feu  dulcamara,  C.  B.  Lin. 

- Lignofum  teu  dulcamaia,  Park. 

* —  Amara  dulcis,  Ger. 

- - Gycypicros  feu  amara  dulcis.  Bauh. 

( i)  Raj.  Hift.  Plant.  671. 

'(r)  Mat.  Med.  §  95. 
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as  a  mod  powerful  Remedy,  though  feldon* 
ufed. 

A  late  *  Writer  obferves,  that  the  Efficacy 
of  this  Plant  in  purifying  the  Blood  was  un¬ 
known  till  Li  munis  made  Ufe  of  the  Stalks : 
Before  that  time  the  Leaves  only  were  pre- 
fcribed,  and  even  now  he  fays,  few  are  ac¬ 
quainted  with  its  Virtues,  as  it  is  generallygiven 
in  too  fmall  a  Dofe. 

3,(3)  Deadly  Nightfhade,  or  Dwale,  Ger. 

Theophraflus  defcribes  certain  Plants  under 
the  Name  of  Strychnos,  one  of  which  is  fup- 
pofed  by  fome  Authors  to  be  this  Nightfhade  * 
but  theDefcription  being  very  impeded,  and 
fome  of  the  Notes  not  agreeing  with  it,  it  feems 
impoffible  to  decide  any  thing  about  it  with 
Certainty.  The  fame  perhaps  may  be  faid  in 
relation  to  Diofcorides ,  and  this  Difficulty 
has  forced  Ccefalpinus  (l)  to  fuppofe  that  he 
has  joined  the  Defcription  of  two  Plants  toge¬ 
ther.  However,  this  is  a  Point  of  very  little 
Confequence  ;  fince  neither  of  thofe  ancient 
Authors  attribute  any  medicinal  Virtues  to  the 
Plant  in  queftion. 

*  J.  G.  Beyerftein  Obftac.  Median.  Amsc-nit.  Academ.  vol.  3. 
pag/70.  ' 

(3)  Solanum  melanocerafus,  C.  B. 

Belladonna,  Cluf. 

Atropa,  Lin. 

(1)  De  i  lantis,  2 1 3. 
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Later  Writers  (m)  make  frequent  mention 
of  it,  and  give  many  Inftances  of  its  poifonous 
EffeCts  ;  particularly  upon  Children.  Every 
part  of  this  Plant  may  be  ufed  externally,  but 
the  frefh  Leaves  of  it,  bruifed  and  applied  to 
the  Bread:,  have  been  found  very  efficacious  in 
cancerous  Humours,  if  we  may  believe  the 
Teftimony  of  a  very  ingenious  and  candid  Wri¬ 
ter  (n)  who  firft  made  the  Difcovery.  An  In- 
fufion  of  its  Berries  given,  internally  operates 
by  Sweat  and  has  been  ufed  with  great  Succefs 
in  Inflammations  (o)  and  Dyfenteries  (p). 
Vinegar  is  faid  to  be  an  Antidote  againft  its, 
poifonous  quality. 

Thefe  Extracts,  for  which  I  am  oblig’d  to  a 
very  worthy  and  ingenious  Friend  {Nlv.Stilling- 
jleet)  who  took  the  trouble  of  collecting  them, 
may  ferve  to  ffiew  the  Character  which  the 
Nightfhade  had  acquired  formerly. 

It  will  appear  by  them  that  many  and  great 
Virtues  have  been  attributed  to  this  Plant, 
though  the  Ufes  of  it,  and  its  common  Opera¬ 
tions  upon  the  Body,  have  been  defcribed 

(m)  Raj.  Hill.  Plant.  67a.  Bod.  a  Stapel.  comm,  in  Theophr. 
5078.  2. 

(r)  Willughby  apud  Paj.  Hilt.  Plant.  680. 

(a)  Tragus  Stirp.  Hift  305. 

(p)  Raj.  Hilt.  Plant,  Linn.  Mat.  Med.  §.  95, 
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with  too  little  Exadtnefs  or  Certainty  to  afford 
much  Inftruftion  for  Practice. 

I  find  likewife  that  the  Nightfhade  has 
been  recommended  by  other  Writers:  (q) 
Juncker  particularly  fpeaks  of  two  Cafes 
of  Cancers  cured  by  it,  and  recommends 
the  future  Ufe  of  it  3  but  uppn  the  Whole  we 
meet  with  very  little  Satisfaction  upon  the  Sub- 
jetff.  One  Notion  feems  to  have  prevailed  in 
general,  that  there  was  fome  Specific,  or  very 
powerful  Property  in  Nightfhade,  for  the  Cure 
or  Relief  of  cancerous  Diforders.  But  how¬ 
ever  ftrongly  this  Notion  has  prevailed,  it  has 
bv  no  means  been  properly  determined,  A  mo¬ 
dern  Writer,  Dr.  Lambergen ,  a  profeffor  of 
Phyfic  Abroad,  gave  the  Hiftory  of  a  Cafe 
fome  time  ago  ferving  to  confirm  this  Opinion, 
In  the  Year  1754,  he  printed,  as  I  am  in¬ 
formed,  at  Groningen ,  an  inaugural  Oration,  to 
which  was  added  an  Account  of  a  Cancer  in. 
a  Woman's  Breaft  that  had  been  radically  cured 
by  the  Infufion  of  the  Deadly  Nightfhade. 

In  the  Bibliotheque  des  beaux  Arts  &  des  Sci¬ 
ences  for  the  Months  of  January ,  February  and 
March ,  1755,  t^lere  1S  an  Abftraft  of  this 
Hiftory.  It  was  the  latter  of  thefe  which  I 

( q)  Gonfpett.  Chirurg.  pag.  314. 


read. 
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read,  and  which  determined  me  to  try  the  Ef¬ 
fects  of  this  Plant.  I  lhall  not  enter  here  into’ 
a  Detail  of  the  Particulars  related  hy  Dr.  Lam- 
bergen.  ’Tis  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  it  was  the 
united  Opinion  of  the  Doftor  and  three  other 
Phyficians,  that  the  Cafe  related  was  a  con¬ 
firmed  Cancer.  We  are  afterwards  informed 
that  the  Diforder  was  cured  by  an  Infufion  of 
the  Deadly  Nightfhade,  or  Belladonna,  and  that 
the  Patient  had  remained  perfectly  free  from 
the  Complaint  eight  Years,  when  thisAccount 
was  originally  printed.  It  is  however  a  Circum- 
flance  very  extraordinary,  that  lo  many  Years  had 
elapfed  without  any  other  Cure  appearing  to 

have  been  effe&ed  by  the  fame  Perfon,  and  by 

.  ,  '  > 

the  fame  Medicine.  It  is  hardly  to  be  fuppofed 
that  Dr.  Lambergen  had  not  made  fome  other 
Trials  in  an  Affair  fo  important  to  his  own  Re¬ 
putation,  as  well  as  totheHappinefsofthoufands. 
Yet  there  is  great  Reafon  to  imagine  he  had  not. 
If  he  had  repeated  his  Experiments  and  they 
had  failed,  he  never  could  have  offered  this* 
Cafe  to  the  Public  afterwards  ;  if  he  had  fuc- 
ceeded  again,  he  certainly  would  have  confirm- 

A. 

ed  his  firft  Account  by  the  Addition  of  other  In- 
flances.  It  feems  farther  probable  that  he  never 
di$  repeat  the  Experiment,  from  his  Silence  about 
the  remarkable  Effeds  which  the  Infufion  is 

now 
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now  generally  found  to  have  upon  the  natural 
Evacuations  of  the  Body. 

I  have  lately  endeavoured  to  procure  other 
Intelligence  relating  to  this  Affair,  but  have 
not  yet  met  with  any  fufficiently  fatisfaCtory 
to  be  related.  We  (hall  foon  however  fup- 
ply  this  Want  by  the  more  certain  Teftimony 
of  our  own  Experience.  The  Medicine  is  now 
introduced  into  our  Hofpitals,  where  its 
real  Ufes  will  be  publickly  known  ;  where 
Prejudice  or  want  of  Abilities  will  be 
lefs  likely  to  miflead  than  the  Reliance 
upon  any  one  Man’s  Judgment  -}  and  where 
FaCts  are  not  fo  liable  to  be  mifreprefented  as 
in  a  more  confined  and  private  Practice,  for  the 

Enhancement  of  Gain  or  the  Support  of  falfe 

•  * 

Pretenfions. 

I  am  far  from  being  convinced  that  the  In- 
fufion  of  Nightfhade  will  cure  a  confirmed 
Cancer,  though  I  think  it  is  highly  probable 
that  great  Advantages  will  be  found  from  it  in 
many  Cafes  approaching  to  Cancers.  What¬ 
ever  be  the  Power  of  the  Medicine  in  this  Re- 
fped:,  I  have  the  Satisfaction  to  think  that 
Succefs  attends  the  Ufe  of  it  in  many  obllinate 
Diforders,  and  that  in  Cafes  where  it  fails  to 

F 
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cure,  it  will  at  lead  often  afford  great  Eafe  and 

I  — " 

Relief :  nor  has  it  been  fubjedt,  as  far  as  my 
Pradtice  has  extended,  to  produce  any  lafting 
ill  Confequence.  L  "  .  ; 


POSTSCRIP  T,  ;  Augiijl  iq. 

i  .  ^  ^  «  ..  J  ^  1 

Author  of  the  preceding  Obfervations 
takes  the  Opportunity  of  this  Edition  to 
remark,  that  as  Medicines  of  feemingly  the  fame 
Properties  are  fometimes  found  to  adt  very  dif¬ 
ferently  in  different  Confutations,  the  fame 
Circumftance  may  happen  ip  the  Ufe  of  the 
Garden  and  the  Deadly  Nightffyade  :  One  of 
them  may  in  particular  Inftances  agl*ee  better 
and  prove  more  effectual  than  the  other.  He 
de fires  likewife  to  obferve,  that  tho’  he  cannot 
pofirively  fay  there  is  any  effential  Difference  n> 
the  ;ulual  Effedts  of  thefe  two1  Plants,  .he  is'in-i 
dined  to  think  that  the  Garden  Nightfhade  rgay 
be  rather  milder  in  its  Operation  than  the  other  * 
at  leait  he  *would  in  general*  recommend  the 
Trial  of  that  firft.  Upon  the  whole,  if  neither* 
after  a  few  Trials  of  them,occafion  any  Encreafe 
of  the  natural  Evacuations,  he  would  advife  W 
Difcontin  nance  of  them,  as  a  Perfeverance 
enlarged Dofes  under  fuch Circumftances,  might; 
in  fome  Con  flit utions  probably  irritate  too  m  uch  ^ 
and  as  he  imagines  that,  little  Good  can  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  this  Medicine,  whcr'f  it  doe^  riot' 
vifibly  promote  fome  of  the  natural  Difcharges' 

of  die  Body. . 

aju  The  E  D. 


